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Prosthetics & Orthotics Inc., Nick works as a 
technician, where he is passionate in providing 
prosthetic limbs for those in need. Nick’s com-
mitment to his work is evident in his philan-
thropic activities. As a member of the Ampu-
tee Golf Association he assists annually in a 
golf event to raise money for charity. Nick also 
organizes a Wounded Warrior softball game 
for veterans of our military. In all aspects of 
his life, Nick gives his full effort, it is that effort 
and dedication that makes our state proud. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Nick in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents 
to better both his community and the great 
state of Iowa. I invite my colleagues in the 
House to join me in congratulating Nick on re-
ceiving this esteemed designation, thanking 
those at Business Record for their great work, 
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty 
Under 40 class a long and successful career. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 17, 2015 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, on February 27, 
2015, I was unable to vote on roll call votes 
100, 101, 102, 103, 104, and 105. Had I been 
present I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on Ordering 
the Previous Question for H. Res. 129, ‘‘yea’’ 
on H. Res. 129, ‘‘yea’’ on the Motion to Re-
quest a Conference on H.R. 240, ‘‘nay’’ on 
Approving the Journal, ‘‘yea’’ on H.J. Res. 35, 
and ‘‘nay’’ on a Motion to Instruct Conferees 
on H.R. 240. 

Mr. Speaker, on March 16, 2015, I was un-
able to vote on roll call votes 113, 114, and 
115. Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on H.R. 647, ‘‘yea’’ on H.R. 648, and 
‘‘yea’’ on H.R. 876. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. NANCY 
MCDARMENT 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 17, 2015 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Nancy McDarment on her retire-
ment after 40 years of working for the Tule 
River Tribe and its members. 

Ms. McDarment was born on March 2, 1947 
to Joe Vera and Bonnie Kambick. She has 
been married to her husband, Willie 
McDarment, for over thirty years and is 
blessed with four children, eight grandchildren, 
and two great-grandchildren. 

Around 1968, Ms. McDarment began her 
service to the Tule River Tribe in a position 
with the Tule River Indian Health Center. In 
September 1974, she went on to work for the 
Tule River Tribal Council, where she would 
spend the rest of her career in a variety of dif-
ferent positions. She began as a secretary for 
the Tule River Tribe, before going on to serve 
as the Contract and Grant Manager for many 
years with intermittent terms as both the Sec-
retary of the Tule River Tribal Council and the 
Acting Tribal Administrator. 

After a final two year term as Secretary of 
the Council and forty years of service to the 
Tule River Tribe, Ms. McDarment is retiring. 

The Tule River Tribe has been extremely 
fortunate to have had someone as talented 
and dedicated as Ms. McDarment working on 
their behalf. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join me in commending Nancy McDarment for 
her 40 years of dedicated service to the Tule 
River Tribe and congratulating her on her re-
tirement. 
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LOUISIANA NATIONAL 
GUARDSMEN REMEMBERED 

HON. GARRET GRAVES 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 17, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to remember the lives and service 
of eleven Guardsmen and Marines who were 
lost to us on March 10, 2015, when their UH– 
60M Black Hawk helicopter crashed off the 
coast of Florida during a training exercise. 

The lives of these brave service personnel, 
who perished while serving our country, are 
remembered by my colleagues Congressman 
WALTER JONES of North Carolina and the 
North Carolina delegation, the state which is 
home to those Marines who trained at Camp 
Lejeune, and Congressman JEFF MILLER of 
Florida and the Florida delegation, the location 
of the sad incident. 

I am joined by the Louisiana delegation on 
the House floor today to share with our col-
leagues the memory of our Louisiana Guards-
men, to stand silently in a moment of prayer, 
and to state for the record the poignant words 
of Louisiana Adjutant General, Major General 
Glenn Curtis, who eloquently memorialized the 
honorable service of our Louisiana Guards-
men in his March 16, 2015, statement, which 
is submitted for the RECORD herein: 

Four Louisiana National Guardsmen from 
the 1st Assault Helicopter Battalion, 244th 
Aviation Regiment who died in a training ac-
cident, March 10, have been identified. 

Chief Warrant Officer 4 George Wayne Grif-
fin Jr, 37; Chief Warrant Officer 4 George 
David Strother, 44; Staff Sgt. Lance 
Bergeron, 40; and Staff Sgt. Thomas Florich, 
26; died when a UH–60M Black Hawk they 
were riding on crashed into the Santa Rosa 
Sound, Florida. 

‘‘These Guardsmen represent the best of 
us,’’ said Maj. Gen. Glenn H. Curtis, the adju-
tant general of the Louisiana National 
Guard. ‘‘These are brave men, true men. 
These Heroes’ names will forever be etched 
on our hearts and in our minds.’’ 

Griffin, of Delhi, joined the Louisiana Na-
tional Guard in 1994. He deployed to Iraq in 
2004–2005 and again in 2008–2009. He also 
served during state deployments during Hur-
ricanes Katrina, Rita and Isaac as well as in 
support of Operations River Guardian and 
Deepwater Horizon. 

Griffin commissioned as a warrant officer 
in 1999 before going on to become the bat-
talion standardization pilot with over 6,000 
flight hours, including more than 1,000 com-
bat hours. 

‘‘G Wayne Griffin was born to be an Army 
Aviator,’’ said Chief Warrant Officer 5 Reggie 
Lane, commander of Detachment 38, Oper-
ational Support Airlift Command. ‘‘As one of 

the most talented and respected Warrant Of-
ficers in the Louisiana National Guard, he 
had a tremendous passion for flying, and a 
God-given natural ability to fly both heli-
copters and airplanes and to teach others to 
be the best aviators and crewmembers that 
they could be. 

‘‘He was a great friend and brother to all. 
With his loss, there will be a void that may 
never be filled.’’ 

Griffin is survived by his wife, four chil-
dren and father. 

Strother, of Alexandria, served in the Lou-
isiana National Guard from 1988–2007, and 
again from 2009 until his death. He deployed 
to Iraq in 2004–2005, Afghanistan in 2011 and 
Kosovo in 2014. He also served during state 
deployments for Hurricanes Katrina, Rita 
and Isaac. 

Strother commissioned as a warrant offi-
cer in 1994 before going on to become an in-
structor pilot with over 2,400 flight hours, in-
cluding more than 700 combat hours. 

‘‘To describe Dave Strother as a big per-
sonality would not be accurate. He was more 
like a force of nature that could best be ob-
served and marveled at, never opposed or al-
tered,’’ said Maj. Andre Jeansonne, com-
mander, F Co., 2nd Battalion, 135th Aviation 
Regiment. ‘‘His huge heart touched the lives 
of all he met.’’ 

Strother is survived by his wife, son and 
step-daughter, and mother. 

Bergeron, of Thibodaux, enlisted into the 
U.S. Marine Corps in 1998 before joining the 
LANG in 2001 as a Black Hawk repairer. His 
extensive experience as a qualified enlisted 
flight instructor, graduate of the aircraft 
crewmember standardization instructor 
course, aircraft maintainer course, and war-
rior leader course made Bergeron a crew 
chief others aspired to be, according to mem-
bers of his unit. 

The combat veteran deployed to Iraq 
twice, in 2004–2005 and 2008–2009. Bergeron 
also served during state deployments for 
Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, Isaac and Oper-
ation River Guardian. 

According to Sgt. 1st Class Brian Marquez, 
platoon sergeant, A Co., 1–244th AHB, 
Bergeron was one of the most qualified crew 
chiefs in the Guard, with more than 1,300 
flight hours, including 377 combat hours. 

‘‘Lance was one of the most dedicated crew 
chiefs that I have ever had the pleasure of 
serving with during my leadership,’’ Marquez 
said. ‘‘As the senior most standardization 
crew chief instructor in the Battalion, he 
was a subject matter expert in his job who 
exhibited an excitement of learning new 
skills and educating new unit members on 
the UH–60 aircraft, pilots and crew chiefs 
alike. 

‘‘Lance was a very family oriented father 
and husband, and he impacted many in the 
ranks. He will be greatly missed.’’ 

Bergeron is survived by his wife, two chil-
dren and his parents. 

Staff Sgt. Thomas Florich, of Fairfax 
County, Virginia, enlisted in the LANG in 
2007 as a Black Hawk repairer. He was post-
humously promoted from sergeant to staff 
sergeant. 

Florich served during state deployments 
for Operation Deepwater Horizon and Hurri-
cane Isaac. He earned more than 125 flight 
hours and was a graduate of the warrior lead-
er course. 

‘‘Tom was full of life, and his personality 
could light the room,’’ said Marquez. ‘‘He 
was ‘family’ with unit members and felt at 
home working with his brothers in Alpha 
Company. His dedication to duty and loyalty 
was without equal, always ready to accept 
any mission and extra duty in order to help 
the unit meet the mission. He will be greatly 
missed by the unit and the flight facility.’’ 

Florich is survived by his wife, father and 
stepmother. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:33 Mar 18, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A17MR8.020 E17MRPT1em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E347 March 17, 2015 
‘‘These are not ordinary men. They were 

extraordinary people, as well as amazing avi-
ators and crew chiefs,’’ said Lt. Col. John L. 
Bonnette II, commander of the 1–244th. When 
I say they were heroes, I mean it many times 
over. They risked their lives under difficult 
conditions flying in combat, and during na-
tional emergencies, to ensure our security 
and help save thousands of people. I don’t 
have the words to sum up their lives in a few 
sentences. You just can’t. 

‘‘Our whole aviation family is reeling from 
this loss, the hole that is left is enormous. 
They were part of the fabric of this unit, the 
difference they made with everyone they 
served with will be a lasting legacy. Person-
ally flying with all of them was a privilege 
and honor—I am a better person for having 
known them.’’ 

These aviators had a camaraderie that was 
second to none in the military. 

‘‘This crew was made up of larger-than-life 
men who had a passion for Army Aviation 
that was so evident in the dedication that 
they had towards their profession,’’ said Col. 
Patrick R. Bossetta, commander of the State 
Aviation Command. I know this as I have 
personally flown with each one of them. 
They were driven by their intense desire to 
selflessly serve their country, fellow Soldiers 
and Marines. 

‘‘Whether flying in combat or during na-
tional emergencies, this crew arose everyday 
with a fever to serve and keep safe the citi-
zens of this great Nation. While their fami-
lies and our aviation community are heart-
broken and immensely suffering over their 
tragic loss, these heroic men would want us 
to catch their fever to honorably serve the 
citizens of this Nation and continue to 
grow.’’ 

‘‘These brave men died doing something 
they loved. May we all be so lucky, and may 
they always fly high,’’ said Curtis. 

The Louisiana Army National Guard was 
participating in a routine night-time train-
ing exercise with the Marine 2nd Special Op-
erations Battalion. The Black Hawk car-
rying the four aircrew and seven Marines 
crashed into the Santa Rosa Sound in 
Navarre, Florida, March 10. 

Griffin’s awards and decorations include 
the Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal 
(2nd Award), Army Reserve Components 
Achievement Medal (6th Award), National 
Defense Service Medal with Bronze Service 
Star, Iraq Campaign Medal with two Cam-
paign Stars, Global War on Terrorism Expe-
ditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal, Armed Forces Service Medal, 
Humanitarian Service Medal (2nd Award), 
Armed Forces Reserve Medal with Silver 
Hour Glass and M Device, Noncommissioned 
Officer Professional Development Ribbon, 
Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Rib-
bon (2nd Award), Army Reserve Component 
Overseas Training Ribbon (4th Award), Lou-
isiana War Cross (2nd Award), Louisiana 
Emergency Service Medal (3rd Award), Lou-
isiana General Excellence Ribbon and Lou-
isiana Longevity Ribbon. He had earned the 
Combat Action Badge, Senior Army Aviator 
Badge and Basic Aviation Badge. 

Strother’s awards and decorations include 
the Air Medal (3rd Award), Army Commenda-
tion Medal (3rd Award), Army Reserve Com-
ponent Achievement Medal (7th Award), Na-
tional Defense Service Medal with Bronze 
Service Star, Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal with 
Campaign Star, Iraq Campaign Medal, Glob-
al War on Terrorism Service Medal, Humani-
tarian Service Medal, Armed Forces Reserve 
Medal with Silver Hourglass and M Device, 
Noncommissioned Officer Professional De-
velopment Ribbon, Army Service Ribbon, 
Overseas Service Ribbon (3rd Award), NATO 
Medal, Louisiana War Cross (3rd Award), 

Louisiana Cold War Victory Ribbon, Lou-
isiana Emergency Service Medal (3rd 
Award), Louisiana General Excellence Rib-
bon and Louisiana Longevity Ribbon (4th 
Award). He had earned the Combat Action 
Badge and Master Aviator Badge. 

Bergeron’s awards include the Meritorious 
Service Medal, Air Medal, Army Commenda-
tion Medal (3rd Award), Army Good Conduct 
Medal, Army Reserve Components Achieve-
ment Medal (3rd Award), National Defense 
Service Medal with Bronze Service Star, Iraq 
Campaign Medal with 2 Campaign Stars, 
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal, Armed Forces Service Medal, Human-
itarian Service Medal (2nd Award), Armed 
Forces Reserve Medal with Bronze Hour 
Glass and M Device, Noncommissioned Offi-
cer Professional Development Ribbon, Army 
Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon 
(2nd Award), Army Reserve Components 
Overseas Training Ribbon, Sea Service De-
ployment Ribbon (Navy), Louisiana War 
Cross (2nd Award), Louisiana Emergency 
Service Medal (3rd Award), Louisiana Gen-
eral Excellence Ribbon (3rd Award) and Lou-
isiana Longevity Ribbon (2nd Award). He had 
also earned the Combat Action Badge and 
Senior Aviation Badge. 

Florich’s awards include the Army 
Achievement Medal, Army Reserve Compo-
nents Achievement Medal (2nd Award), Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, Noncommis-
sioned Officer Professional Development Rib-
bon, Army Service Ribbon, Army Reserve 
Components Overseas Training Ribbon, 
Coast Guard Special Operations Service Rib-
bon, Louisiana Emergency Service Ribbon 
(2nd Award), Louisiana General Excellence 
Ribbon and Louisiana Longevity Ribbon. He 
had also earned the Basic Aviation Badge. 
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TRIBUTE TO WHITE’S CHAPEL 
UNITED METHODIST 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 17, 2015 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, White’s Chapel United Methodist 
Church has been and continues to be a bea-
con of light to our district for the past one hun-
dred forty-five years; and 

Whereas, Pastor Lillian Owens and the 
members of the White’s Chapel United Meth-
odist Church family today continues to uplift 
and inspire those in our district; and 

Whereas, the White’s Chapel United Meth-
odist Church family has been and continues to 
be a place where citizens are touched spir-
itually, mentally and physically through out-
reach ministries and community partnership to 
aid in building up our district; and 

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious 
Church of God has given hope to the hope-
less, fed the needy and empowered our com-
munity for the past one hundred forty-five 
(145) years, being organized in 1870 after 
Captain White donated two acres of land to a 
small group of former slaves in order for them 
to continue to worship together as a congrega-
tion; and 

Whereas, White’s Chapel has produced 
many spiritual warriors, people of compassion, 
people of great courage, fearless leaders and 
servants to all, but most of all visionaries who 
have shared not only with their Church, but 
with Rockdale County their passion to spread 
the gospel of Jesus Christ; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize the White’s Chap-
el United Methodist Church family for their 
leadership and service to our District on this 
the 145th Anniversary of their founding; now 
therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr. do 
hereby proclaim March 1, 2015 as White’s 
Chapel United Methodist Church Day in the 
4th Congressional District of Georgia. 

Proclaimed, this 1st day of March, 2015. 
f 

A TRIBUTE TO ANNETTE ADAMS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 17, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate and recognize Annette 
Adams for being named a 2015 Forty Under 
40 honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 560 business 
leaders and growing. 

Annette Adams currently works for Nation-
wide Mutual Insurance Co., and she has cer-
tainly left her mark. She has founded Women 
Aiming for Success in 2012, to create a pas-
sion for women to aspire to leadership roles. 
She has served as a Greater Des Moines 
Partnership Diversity Council member, as well 
as, serving as a mentor for Nationwide’s 
Emerging Leaders Program. Annette is a lead-
er and an example of the hard work and serv-
ice that makes our state proud. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Annette in the United 
States Congress and it is with great pride that 
I recognize and applaud Annette for utilizing 
her talents to better both her community and 
the great state of Iowa. I invite my colleagues 
in the House to join me in congratulating An-
nette on receiving this esteemed designation, 
thanking those at Business Record for their 
great work, and wishing each member of the 
2015 Forty Under 40 class a long and suc-
cessful career. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 40TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE OCEAN 
CHAPTER OF DRIFTERS, INC. 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 17, 2015 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize the Ocean Chapter of Drifters, Inc. 
as its members gather to commemorate its 
40th anniversary at a luncheon on March 14, 
2015. This milestone and its commitment to 
service is truly deserving of this body’s rec-
ognition. 
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